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The last Annual Report was published at the pandemic’s onset, before we really knew what was to come. 

The classrooms closed in March 2020. Our summer, fall, AND winter reopening plans were delayed. We 
finally stopped announcing dates and had to tell frustrated students that even though we could solve a 
quadratic equation with them, something as simple as declaring a reopening date was now impossible. 

Initially we offered remote lessons to fill a brief gap while on-site learning was suspended. These lessons  
were a far cry from the interactive tutoring for which Seed is known. As it became more clear that the gap 
would be anything but brief, we evaluated our remote learning obstacles, addressed the technological 
challenges we’d encountered, and did what Seeds does best — We found a better way. 

The Virtual Classroom debuted Fall 2020. Unlike pre-recorded lessons, the VC more closely mimics the one-
to-one tutoring that students experience in the physical classroom. Students and tutors click one link on our 
website to enter a Virtual Waiting Room using Zoom. Once there, Site Coordinators match student needs 
with tutor abilities and send pairs into private breakout rooms where they work together as they would if 
they were physically at Seeds. 

Just like the green hardcopies, digital folders keep a detailed record of a student’s test scores, upcoming 
assessment dates, and progress on lessons. Tutors add to the comments to paint an even better picture of a 
student’s progress. Any program staff member can review these folders at any time and provide work that is 
suitable for the student’s individual learning plan.

This innovative program launch happened as even more organizations were closing their doors. 
Adult Literacy programs just coudn’t survive three, four... fifteen months into the pandemic . Adult learners 
had no where else to go. As a result, our new Virtual Classroom attracted students and tutors from all 
over the United States, and even a few overseas.

The success of the Virtual Classroom has been so popular that we made it a permanent part of our 
program. When our physical classrooms reopen, the VC will stay online as a third convenient site. 

Although this past Fiscal Year was completely remote, it didn’t stop a RECORD-SETTING number of 
adults from completing their GEDs virtually. Graduation 2021, the second virtual ceremony, recognized 
94 graduates, including more than 20 dubbed the “Class of COVID.” Those students found Seeds online, 
enrolled remotely, were tutored using Zoom, and graduated virtually. Their Seeds experience was 
entirely online! 

Just like our students, Seeds is resilient. The pandemic is still very much a part of our daily lives, but we’ve 
changed how we operate. And I’m so proud of how our Seeds Family came together. The ingenuity of the 
staff, paired with the patience of the tutors, and our students’ willingness to try a different way has made this 
program a success. But make no mistake — none of this could have happened without YOUR SUPPORT.    
It truly takes a village and ours continues to grow. Thank you. 

DDear Friends,ear Friends,
A NEW, VIRTUAL NORMAL 2020-2021•December 31,2021•

For the first time, our Annual Report contains advertising. Not only was tutoring conducted online, 

all of our fund-and-friend-raising events were virtual, too. We’re thanking our sponsors here. tt
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To provide personalized education that empowers adults 
to THRIVE in communities.

$0
SEEDS OF 

LITERACY’S 
GUARANTEED 

ANNUAL
FUNDING

 

Every year 
we raise the 
money to 
keep our 
doors open.

  Educational Program

  Management

  Fundraising

  Special Events

  Donated Services

  Grants, Gifts, Contributions

For a detailed financial report, contact donations@seedsofliteracy

REVENUE

EXPENSES

EXPANDED EXPANDED 
REACHREACH
The Virtual Classroom appealed to adults 
all over the country who couldn’t find similar 
programs in their area. By the end of the Fiscal 
Year, Seeds was in more than 26 states.

Our MissionOur Mission

HHow We Did Itow We Did It

1ST OUT OF 1ST OUT OF 
STATE GRADSTATE GRAD
Mighican-native Schanel thought her years 
of skilled labor were more than enough to 
make up for her lack of diploma. And they 
were... Until she tried to apply for the senior 
level of her position, one that would add 
an additional $15 an hour to her pay. She 
interviewed well, and was even offered a 
position pending background and education 
check. Not having a diploma finally caught 
up with her. While hunting online for tutors, 
she found Seeds. She completed her GED 
January 2, becoming the first student to 
enroll, attend, and graduate while out of 
state. She beat her own deadline by several 
weeks!

STUDENT SUPPORT
($0.01 to $49.99)

Mr. Jeff Ali*
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ms. Anna Antoniou^
Mr. Bryan Nicholas Baumgardner
Ms. Barbara Bloom
Donna Boening
Mr. Jerry Brodsky
Mr. Mike Bunsey*
Ms. Erin Cahill
Mr. Terry Carlin^*
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Cooney Jr.*
Ms. Dominique Coppella
Mr. and Mrs. Jeanne Danko*
Mr. Ed Daugherty
Ms. Diann Davies
Ms. Mary Louise Dixon*
Embrace Pet Insurance
Ms. Sally Fahrenholz
Givinga Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Rebecca Good
Great Lakes Publishing Company
Mr. Gerald Grim
Mr. Charles Haag
Ms. Evone Jeffries*
Ms. Nancy Jones
JustGive - Great Nonprofits*
Ms. Caroline Kaker
Mr. and Mrs. John Kealy*
Ms. Eileen Krancevic
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kroll*
Ms. Laura Lemermeier
Ms. Megan Leone
Ms. Pavia Lewis
Ms. Marilyn Lucko
Mr. Matthew McDermott
Mr. and Mrs. Bob McFeeley*
Mrs. Kathleen McKeever*
Mr. Samuel Mitchell
MotivAction*
Ms. Samantha Pringle*
Ms. Molly Riepenhoff
Mr. Frank Riggitano
Ms. Tonya Ripich*

FISCAL YEAR
 7/1/2020 - 6/30/2021

* = 3 years of consecutive giving
^ = Volunteer

Our SupportersOur Supporters

David J. McLaughlin
Dr. and Mrs. David McNamee*
Ms. Debbie Mekker
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Metzger*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mihalik*
Ms. Lillian Nawalanic*
Ms. Erin Neiss
Leigh Neumann
Ms. Mary Ann Nicolay*
Reverend Donald Oleksiak*
Ms. Judith A. Pestak
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Richmond*
Ms. Katherine Sarlog*
Mrs. Diana Sawyer
Ms. Hattie Schenk*
Mr. Chris Scullin
Ms. Lisa Sharon*
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Silver*
Mr. Stephen Somach*
Ms. Tabitha Stephens
Strive Mental Health and Wellness LLC
Mr. Jack G Walker
Ms. Dorothy Walls*
Ms. Sherrell P. Witt
Ms. Ebony Wright*
Ms. Maryann Zapior*
Ms. Paulette Ziegfeld*

Ms. Julie Marie Robinson
Mrs. Carol Roda
Syrill Sanchez
Ms. Dianne Schindler*
Mr. Mike Schneider*
Ms. Julie Lynn Schutte
Mr. and Mrs. Sigmund E. Sesplankis*
Mr. Ray Sposet*
TisBest Philanthopy
Ms. Rebecca Tyrell
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Ms. Lili Wang
Ms. Terri Wheeler
Ms. Pamela Zupancic

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
($50.00 to $99.99)
Ms. Ruth Andrews*
Ms. Sherri Appleton^
Mr. Robert Beach
Thomas and Anne Marie Blank
Ms. Sara Schofield Booker
Corinne Branchick*
Ms. Sara Brintnall*
Ms. Kristin Cheng
David J Cook
Ms. Patricia Demko
Mrs. Marilyn Dewees
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Dodaro*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dolan-Laughlin*
Ms. Karen Doubrava
Mr. Philippe Durette*
Ms. Amber Eland-Cerullo
Thomas M. English
Dr. Jerome L. Faist
Ms. Laura Fallon Fibbi*
Ms. Roberta Feinstein*
FM Global*
Ms. Karen Formanek
Ms. Lillian Frank*
Ms. Jan Frey
Ms. Melodie Grable*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gregg
Half Price Books Community Services*
Mr. Michael Honig*
Ms. Becky Hricovec^*
Ms. Carol Jacobs^*
Ms. Caitlyn John*
Sister Kathleen Kilbane CSJ*
Ms. Adrienne Knauer*
Miss Mary Ann Kochera*
Ms. Patricia Lacoste*
Dr. J. Donald Lucker
Mr. Lee Markowitz^
Carmen Maxwell
Ms. Peggy McDonald

SCHOLARS CLUB 
($100.00 to $249.99)

Ms. Catherine D Abbott
Mr. Lloyd Ackerman^
Mr. Kwame Amankwah
Amazon Smile*
Mr. and Mrs. Curtiss Ashley
Bay United Methodist Women*
Ms. Adrian Beach
Berea Business & Professional Women
Ms. Marilyn Jean Berry*
Ms. Neerja Bhushan
Ms. Georgiann Bodle*
Ms. Jo Ann Bowen*
Mrs. Susan Brugnano*
Mr. and Mrs. F. David Burke*
Ms. Elizabeth Burke*
Ms. Mary Butler*
Mr. and Mrs. James Byrnes*
Dr. Carolyn Cacho-Bowman & 
     Mr. Kenneth Bowman*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cahill^
Mr. and Mrs. Pieter Canters
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Carney*
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Carney*
Ms. Courtney Cherry
Mr. Michael Clark*
Teron Collins
Ms. Eileen Dignan*
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Ms. Margo E. Faulhaber^*
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland*
Mr. Thomas Feerick
Ms. Diane Ferri^*
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Foos*
Ms. Louise Frazier Mooney*
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gilbert*
Mrs. Libby Goff
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company*
Ms. Jane Grebenc
Ms. Cindy Greenwald^
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hanson*
Ms. Margaret Hoffner^
Ms. Susan Hurwitz
Mr. and Mrs. Zydrunas Ilgauskas
Mr. Bob Jacob^*
Mr. and Mrs. F. Michael Joyce*
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kappus*
Mrs. Mary Ann Katzenmeyer*
Mr. Scott Keller*
Mr. Chung Sup Kim
Ms. Casie Kowalski
Pete Kratt
Ms. Susan Krosel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kysela*
Mr. Dan Leffler
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lenhard*
Ms. Chrisanne Licata*
Ms. Lisa Lowry
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mack*
Ms. Maya Malhotra^
Dr. Judy A Malone^*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Manly*
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Maroun*
Mr. and Mrs. George McGovern*
Mr. and Mrs. David McKee
Mr. Conor A McLaughlin
Mr. Patrick McLauglin
Ms. Kathleen M McNamee*
Michael J. Merriman Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Messerly*
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Millar
Mr. Ross Miller^*
Ms. Susan D Miller
Ms. Barbara T. Morrison*
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Moses*
Magnolia E. Namaskara*
Mr. and Mrs. William Neugebauer*
Ms. Janette O’Brien*
Ms. Victoria E O’Rourke*
Ms. Catheryn Orourke
Ms. Jessica L. Paine*
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Piunno*
Reverend Louis Pizmoht*
Ms. Amber Polisena^
Mr. Tom Popelka*
Drs. Tom Pretlow*
Mr. and Mrs. James Prexta*
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Rambasek*

Mrs. Julie Rea^
Ms. Vicki Richards*
Ms. Justine Rose
Ms. Carole Roth^*
Ms. Lisa Ryder*
Ellen and Tom Schick
Mr. Herbert Schilling
Ms. Laurel Schmid
Ms. Susan Schueller
Mr. Richard Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Seabrook*
St. Christopher’s by-the-River*
Mr. Ralph J. Stein*
Ms. Nina Stein
Ms. Carmine Stewart^*
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Suvak
Mr. and Mrs. James Szczublewski*
Ms. Justine Timoteo*
Ms. Rosemary Torrence*
Ms. Suzannah Valdivia*
Ms. Karen J. Vanlinge*
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Vejdovec^*
Ms. Lori Veldhuis
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wallace*
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Weaver Jr.*
Ms. Cathy A. Whelan*
Mr. Alton W Whitehouse III
Ms. Laura Williams*
Ms. Laura Wolfe
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Young^*
Mr. and Ms. Don Zwilling*

DEAN’S LIST
 ($250.00 TO $316.99)

Dr. and Mrs. Jon Abrahamson^*
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Ashmus
Ms. Kimberly Begala
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Bongorno
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Carlin*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cawley*
Mr. Richard F. Clark*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cleary Jr.*
Ms. Eileen D’Amato^*
Ms. Kathy Dawson^
Mr. Brett Eichenberger
Ms. Nan Eisenberg*
Mr. Richard Charles Fedorovich
Ms. Patricia Gannon
Ms. Kenya N Guess
Mr. Michael W. Hurley*
Hyland Software Inc.*
Ms. Athena Inembolidis
Mr. Dale J. Jarzembak*
Ms. Michelle Kramer^*
Ms. Diane Lavin*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lesak*
Ms. Kimberly Malcolm*
Mr. Michael May

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Moritz*
Mr. Adam Munson
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Rambasek^*
Mr. Edmund Round^*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt
Ms. Romney Smith
The Cleveland Foundation*
Ms. Rebecca Wolkoff*

SCHOLARSHIP CLUB
($317.00 TO $499.99)

Mr. Gregory L. Edwards*
Mrs. Paula Zimmer Golinski*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ljubi*
Mr. Robert Lucas
Ms. Patti Morgenstern-Clarren
Mrs. Louisa S. Oliver*
Olmsted Community Church
Mr. Tyree Penman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Unger*
Ms. Cathy Warrier
Valerie Zivich*

GRADUATES CLUB
($500.00 TO $999.99)

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Adler*
Ameriprise Financial
Ms. Mary Baird*
Ms. Patricia Bakos*
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Behrens
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Benz
Mr. Butler
Mr. Bill Cook^*
Cormadu Holdings, LLC
Mr. Richard L. Deloof*
Mr. and Mrs. Kirt Frye*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gaier Jr.*
Ms. Diane Gatto
Mrs. Judith A. Gedeon*
Ms. Mary C Gerhart
Hathaway Brown School
Ms. Judy Hays
Ms. Anna Heinzman^
Mr. Michael J. Horvitz*
Ms. Carolyn L. Hufford
Mrs. Rebecca Huntington
Ms. Lisa Isham*
Mr. Bryan Javorek*
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jeffery*
Johnson Investment Counsel
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kaplan*
Mr. John Kasunich*
Mr. Bruce Kowalski^*
Mr. Gerrit C. Kuechle*
Mr. and Ms. Anthony Mazzella*
Mr. Brett Miller
Mr.and Mrs. Robert Montgomery*

IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS
The Cleveland media recognized that K-12 schools weren’t the 
only ones impacted by the pandemic and regularly spoke with 
Seeds during the fiscal year. 

October 8, 2020 - Student Eddie Clark and his tutor Ed 
Round spoke with Channel 5’s Jade Jarvis about the 
challenges of remote learning. It was the first time they 
were inside Seeds in more than 6 months. 

February 16, 2021 - Jade Jarvis visited Seeds West to 
talk with tutors Bill Cook and Lenny Horowitz about the 
shortage of tutors in the Virtual Classroom. 

March 2, 2021 - Channel 3’s Brandon Simmons took a look 
at the impact the Digital Divide has on learners in GED 
programs. 

March 23, 2021 - A few weeks later, graduate-now-tutor 
Margo Hudson was interviewed by Channel 3 about how 
the Stay at Home order impacted Ohioans. 

March 23, 2021 - 19 Action News Reporter Steven 
Hernandez interviewed 
graduate Maria Rodriguez  
and volunteer Maryann 
Nicola as part of a prime-
time special “Cleveland 
Comeback: Facts About the 
Vax.”

March 24, 2021 - Fox 8 
Reporter Kevin Freeman 
interviewed VP of 
Programming Carmine 
Stewart about the impact 
of low literacy during the 
COVID pandemic. 

www.seedsofliteracy.org/
news

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Bryan*
Reverend Timothy Plavac*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Rashid*
Mr. Mario Ruano
Ms. Debra Rzewnicki*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shemo*
Mrs. Dawn Southard
St. Mark Women’s League*
Ms. Therese Sweeney-Drake*
The Sherwin-Williams Company*
Ms. Victoria Vance*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Velcio*
Walmart
Mr. Robert Walser^
Weisman, Kennedy & Berris Co, L.P.A.
Ms. Connie M. Weixel*

HONOR SOCIETY 
($1,000.00 TO $199,000.00)

Advocacy & Communication Solutions, LLC
American Endowment Foundation
Ms. Nicole Anderson*
Applied Laser Technologies
Arthur B. McBride Sr. Family Foundation*
Aurora City Schools
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Beno*
Ms. Kate Blaszak^
Blue Point Capital Partners
Ms. Maddie Bowlin
Ms. Felicia Browning*
Mr. Kevin Butler
Carnegie Management and Development Corp*
Cerity Partners
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Chisholm III*
Church of the Resurrection of Our Lord*
City of Cleveland*
Ciuni & Panichi*
Climate - Tech, Inc.*
Community West Foundation*
Congregation of St. Joseph
Corinne L. Dodero Trust for the Arts & Science*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Coyne*
Cuyahoga Community College Foundation*
Deloitte*
Dollar General Literacy Foundation*
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation*
Ms. Lisa Dunnigan^
Ms. Patty Ebner
Edwin D Northrup II Fund*
Ms. Brooke Emmel^*
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening 
   Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. John Eyerman*
FirstEnergy Foundation*
Dr. and Mrs. David Fleming^*
Frantz Ward LLP*
Giant Eagle Foundation*
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NORDSON CORPORA-NORDSON CORPORA-
TIONTION

PROUD EVENT SPONSOS

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

ADAM & MELISSA MEYERS
PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

Ms. Colette Gibbons*
Mr. Allan Goldner
Mr. John Grace
Ms. Jody Grebenc^*
Hawthorn PNC Family Wealth
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinkel*
Mr. Roy Hulme*
Huntington National Bank*
Hylant Group
Ms. Sarah Iammarino
Jacqueline A. & Fred C. Rothstein 
   Charitable Lead Trust*
Ms. Sue Kelly
KeyBank Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Khouri^*
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Lenhard*
Lincoln Electric Corp.*
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Litzler*
Mr. and Mrs. William Litzler*
Mr. Thomas Lucchesi*
Mr. Alan S. Lufkin*
Mr. Rich Allen Manson
McCamon-Hunt Insurance Agency
McDonald Hopkins*
Mr. Christopher McLaughlin
McMaster-Carr Supply Company*
Mr. and Mrs. John McMillan*
Medical Mutual of Ohio*
Dr. and Mrs. Hemendra J. Mehta*
Michael Talty and Helen Talty 
   Charitable Trust*
Eileen Mikkelsen
Mrs. Ann Miley*
Mr. and Mrs. George Miller*
Mr. Robert Miller^*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Mintz
Mrs. Terri D. Monken
Mrs. Melissa Lynn Myers
National Philanthropic Trust
Network for Good*
New Community Bible Fellowship*
Nordson Corporation*
Mr. and Mrs. William Oatey*
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen*
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Paulus*
Ms. Susan Paxson*
Peoples Bank*
Ms. Mary Helen Petrus*
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Pinter*
Mr. Bala Ramachandran*
Reuter Foundation*
Robert H. Reakirt Foundation
Nora Roberts Foundation
Ms. Jennifer T. Rosenberg^*
RPM International*
Saint Ignatius High School*
Saint Luke’s Foundation*
Ms. Ann Scanniello^*
Schneider, Smeltz, Spieth and Bell

Scholnick Family Foundation*
Mrs. Susanne F. Schroer*
Shurtape Technologies*
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community*
State of Ohio, Department of 
   Higher Education*
Ms. Sara Steinle^*
Mrs. Maxine Stiemsma
Suite 1300 Services Inc.
Synthomer Foundation*
Ms. Susan Tatom^*
Mr. Jeffrey Tatom*
The Abington Foundation*
The Callahan Foundation
The Centers*
The City Bank Investment Company*
The Huntington Foundation*
The James B. Oswald Company
The Lubrizol Foundation*
The Matthew R. & Marie M. 
   Hopkins Foundation
The NP Group
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation*
The Pipe Line Development Co 
   (PLIDCO)*
The Reinberger Foundation*
The S.K. Wellman Foundation*
The Stocker Foundation
The Union Home Mortgage 
    Foundation*
Third Federal Foundation*
Thomas H. White Foundation*
Thomas J. Coltman Foundation*
Thompson Hine, LLP
Tucker Ellis LLP*
United Way of Greater Cleveland*
Ms. Elizabeth Voskuhl*
Waldheger - Coyne*
The Honorable Sandra Williams
WKYC-TV3 (TEGNA Foundation)*
Ms. Susan Wolpert*
Mr. Mark Yanochko^*
Yardi Systems, Inc
Ms. Janice Young^*
Ms. Genny Zarnick*

TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF

In Honor of Karen Abbott
Catherine Abbott

In Honor of All Seeds of Literacy 
Graduates
Mr & Mrs. Jerry Silver

In Honor of Bedford Election Crew
Rebecca Wolkoff

In Honor of Mike Benz
Richard Fedorovich

In Honor of Kevin Butler
Jan Frey

In Honor of Cheryl Ewers	
Kristin Cheng

In Honor of Tachonna Frisco	
Julie Rea

In Honor of Karen Graves	
Molly Riepenhoff

In Honor of Horowitz Family	
Friends of Cleveland Heights Library / 
Sherri Appleton 

In Honor of Margo Hudson	
Nicole Anderson

In Honor of Trudy Hutchinson	
Carmen Maxwell

In Honor of Trudy Hutchinson	
Sara Britnall

In Honor of Jonathan Khouri	
Sara Booker

In Honor of Jonathan Khouri	
Rebecca Good

In Honor of Jonathan Khouri	
Michael Honig

In Honor of Bruce Kowalski	
Casie Kowalski

In Honor of Kara Krawiec	
Cathy Whelan

In Honor of Colleen Latimer	
Laura Wolfe

In Honor of Longley Appleton Family	
Friends of Cleveland Heights Library / 
Sherri Appleton 

In Honor of Levine Ascherman Family	
Friends of Cleveland Heights Library / 
Sherri Appleton 

In Honor of Mary McKenna	
Louise Frazier Mooney
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Tribute gifts
MEMORY OF

In Memory of Dorrie Bicking	
Berea Business & Professional Women

In Memory of Dr. James Costanza
Kwame Amankwah
Caroline Kaker
Pete Kratt
J. Donald Lucker
Tabitha Stephens
Jack Walker

In Memory of Margie Entler	
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

In Memory of Mrs. Margaret 
    “Betty” Gifford	
Chung Sup Kim

In Memory of Barbara Green, SSJ
Daniel Dolan-Laughlin

In Memory of Estelle Halloran 
Gary Wallace

In Memory of Marguerite Koon
Amber Eland-Cerullo

We work hard to present 
a correct list of our donors. 
If there is an error, 
please accept our sincere 
apologies and contact us to 
correct our records. Thank you.

IN-KIND GIFTS

Appletree Books
Loganberry Books
Mrs. Marguerite Bibb
Ciuni & Panichi
Mr. Clayton Koppes
National Council of Jewish Women/   
   Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Seabrook

In Memory of Rob Lucas
Charles Haag
Judy Hays
Dan Leffler
Robert Lucas
Susan Miller
Catheryn O’Rourke
Justine Rose
Diana Sawyer
Chris Scullin
Pamela Zupancic

In Memory of JoAnn Male
Berea Business & Professional Women

In Memory of Jeanne Moore
Rich Bongorno
David Cook
Thomas English
Robert Beach
David McLaughlin
Michael Merriman Jr.

In Memory of Thomas O’Rourke	
Victoria O’Rourke

In Memory of Rodney Pulley
Anna Antoniou

In Memory of Phillip A. Ranney	
Patty Ebner

In Honor of Emily Messerly	
John Messerly

In Honor of George and Patricia Miller	
Jeffrey Moritz

In Honor of Pershing Streff Family	
Friends of Cleveland Heights Library / 
Sherri Appleton 

In Honor of Lynn Rambasek	
Todd Rambasek

In Honor of Larry Ross	
Patricia Demko

In Honor of The Seeds Family	
Tyree Penman

In Honor of Rommey Smith	
The Cleveland Foundation

In Honor of Flannery Suvak	
Carl Suvak

In Honor of Georgia and 
Jim Szczublewski	
Adrian Beach

In Honor of Wehagen Family	
Thomas Feerick

In Memory of Edward Schaefer
Libby Goff

In Memory of Joan Mary Spakowski
Stephen Slatt

In Memory of Glen Stiemsma
David Fleming

In Memory of Isophene C. Taylor
Debbie Mekker

SIGNATURE EVENT ONLINE
When Seeds retired the Sowing Seeds of Hope brunch as a 
fundraiser, the Thrive! luncheon took its place as the new signature 
event. But by the third year, things had to look very different.

The pandemic prevented gathering in person for a luncheon. 
Online plans were made.

Like all other organizations, Seeds quickly learned that audience 
attention for Zoom events is limited. The event was shortened 
to just 30 minutes, but was PACKED with heartwarming stories 
and testimonials from students and graduates. Interviews were 
conducted in the weeks leading up to the event and interwoven 
together to form a compelling narrative that kept audiences 
engaged. 

Despite the change, sponsors stepped up and the event was the 
most successful to date (...until Spring....)

THRIVE!
THRIVE!

Also featured but not pictured, student Eriselda

Sponsored In Part BySponsored In Part By

Carnegie Management and 
Development Corporation

Blue Point Capital Partners

FirstEnergy Foundation

The Huntington National Bank

Bill & Joyce Litzler

www.seedsofliteracy.org/thrive2020



SEEDS OF LITERACY   •   ANNUAL REPORT   •   2020-2021 •   page 12 SEEDS OF LITERACY   •   ANNUAL REPORT   •   2020-2021 •   page 13

TRIVIA TRUMPS TRIVIA TRUMPS 
THRIVE SUCCESSTHRIVE SUCCESS

In the spring, Seeds held it’s first Trivia Time Game 
Night. The event exceeded expectations, raising even 
more than Thrive! had just a few months before. 

New grad (and mother of 5) Desire Barb shared her 
incredible story. Tutors Brian Burtch and Maya Maholtra 
discussed their experiences as volunteers. Interwoven 
throughout the segment were important facts about 
Seeds and literacy rates in Cleveland. 

More than 30 participants competed for cash prizes 
during 3 rounds of Kahoot trivia, answering questions 
about what they saw in the interview clips. 

  www.seedsofliteracy.org/gamenight

Sponsored In Part By

The Huntington National Bank

Carnegie Management and Development Corporation

Bill & Joyce Litzler

George & Pat Miller

Desire credits her success to staff member Todd Seabrook (L) 
and Chris Richards (R). The pair never gave up on her, even 
when she wanted to give up on herself. 
Hear more of her story: 

Member FDIC. © 2021 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

People are at
the heart of
what we do. 

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS
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JOYCE & BILL LITZLER
PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

PAT & GEORGE MILLER
PROUD EVENT SPONSORS

Falandos 

Clay

RECORD-SETTING GRAD CLASS!RECORD-SETTING GRAD CLASS!
On June 23, Seeds of Literacy did something the staff hopes to never have to do again: 
celebrate the graduating class virtually. But what they wouldn’t mind repeating is the number 
of graduates — 94 adults in the last 12 months! In fact, it’s one of the largest graduating 
classes since 2014. 

But even more remarkable than the number of students is the circumstance in which they did 
it: They finished their high school equivalencies despite our physical classrooms being closed 
and they did it during a pandemic. Even more incredible, nearly two dozen of our graduates NEVER stepped 
foot on Seeds of Literacy’s property. They enrolled, studied, AND GRADUATED entirely online. We call them 
the “Class of COVID.”

Media personalities Harry Boomer (19Action News) and Jade Jarvis (News5) gave the keynotes. 

WATCH individual speeches by local graduate TACHONNA, virtual 
graduate JEFFREY, and media personalities HARRY BOOMER and 
JADE JARVIS. SEEDSOFLITERACY.ORG/GRADUATION2021
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