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What Makes 
SEEDS OF LITERACY
from other programs?

Different

WEEKLY IN-PERSON ENROLLMENT
No waiting until next month/quarter/semester. Students can come to 
Seeds for orientation, ANY WEEK, without an appointment. 
2-DAY ORIENTATION Must attend both days. CHOOSE 12:00 OR 4:00

MONDAYS/TUESDAYS (Seeds West) or 
WEDNESDAYS/THURSDAYS (Seeds East) 

LEARN AT INDIVIDUAL SPEED
Students won’t fall behind. At Seeds, each works at his or her own SKILL 
LEVEL, at his or her own PACE. 

THERE IS NO SET TIME FRAME TO GRADUATE. 
The Seeds program is ONGOING. Most students need at least a few months 
of tutoring but it’s not uncommon for students to be with us a year or more. 

x x x x

x x x x
x x x x

“CLASS” TIME IS REALLY TUTORING TIME 
There’s no teacher at the front of the room teaching everyone 
the same thing at the same time. Students work one-to-one with a tutor.
TUTORING TIMES MONDAY - THURSDAY 
9AM - 11AM   •   1PM - 3PM   •   6PM - 8PM

100% FREE FOR STUDENTS
We provide the materials, official practice tests, 

and tutors at NO COST. 

SEEDS DOES NOT HAVE A STRICT 
ATTENDANCE SCHEDULE
because life gets in the way of even the most dedicated students. Students 
can come as OFTEN as they like, at WHATEVER TIME works best for them — 
even if it’s not the same time each day. 

Other Programs

Expensive

Semester Enrollment

Traditional Class

Their Speed

Strict, Set Schedule

Time’s Up!

Seeds
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The writing of this letter comes nearly a year after we’ve wrapped up our 2018-2019 fiscal 
year (that’s the nature of an annual report operating on an academic calendar.) Times are 
very different now than they were then. I write this from my home office, as our classrooms are 
closed due to COVID-19. It’s almost enough to make me forget the challenges of 2018-2019. 
Almost. Truthfully, the uncertainty that I feel now is a painful reminder of the uncertainty I felt then. 

In the summer of 2018, just as we were positioned to achieve another record-setting year, 
we received the devastating news that the State was discontinuing its support of Seeds. 
Representing more than 14% of our operating budget, the decision was predicated by our 
award-winning model not fitting the traditional program mold. We dared to be different, 
because the needs of our students were different. 

Shocked, but undeterred, we formed an Advocacy Task Force, led by Bob Frost and assisted 
by tutor Margo Hudson. They launched a campaign inviting all of our elected officials to visit 
Seeds, talk to our students, and see first hand what makes us special. In May, Seeds testified 
at the Senate Finance Committee on Higher Education. 

I am deeply grateful for their advocacy work, and for the support shown to us by donors who 
provided emergency gap funding to keep us operational that year. And there are simply no 
words to properly express my gratitude to the legislators that fought on our behalf: Senators 
Sandra Williams, Matt Dolan, Nicki Antonio, John Eklund; Representatives Michael Skindell, 
Bride Rose Sweeney, Stephanie Howes, Terrance Upchurch, and staffers from the offices of 
Governor DeWine, Congressman Wenstrup, Congressman Joyce, and Congresswoman Kaptur. 

Their tireless efforts resulted in the return of Seeds to the State budget for the next two fiscal 
years beginning 2019-2020, and, incredibly, at the same amount we’d received in the past. 

I hereby dedicate this annual report, and all of our successes in fiscal year 2018-2019, to each 
and every one of our donors. Through their contributions, advocacy, and support, Seeds not 
only survived, but thrived. 

DDear friendsear friends
June 1, 2020 • Daring to Remain Different  in 2018-2019
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To provide personalized education that empowers adults 
to succeed in their communities.

$0
SEEDS OF 

LITERACY’S 
GUARANTEED 

ANNUAL
FUNDING

 

Every year 
we raise the 
money to 
keep our 
doors open.

  Educational Program

  Management

  Fundraising

  Grants, Gifts, & Contributions

  Donated Services

  Special Events

6%

For a detailed financial report, contact Bonnie Entler, Executive 
Director, at 216.661.7950 or bonnieentler@seedsofliteracy.org

REVENUE

EXPENSES

66%

28%

A Packed House 
The first training of 2019 was remarkable 
for more than just the large turnout (50+ 
attendees) --  It was also the pilot of a 
completely revamped training featuring 
new materials, a new slide deck, and more 
hands-on instruction examples to better
prepare tutors for their first day.

5% 85%

10%

Our Mission

how we did it

Challenge Accepted
The United Way of Greater Cleveland 
challenged Seeds to serve more people in 
the Latino Community by offering individual 
instruction in Spanish. In association with 
Esperanza, the resulting pilot program 
was designed to offer one-to-one tutoring 
by bilingual tutors to Spanish-speaking 
adults preparing for the GED. In addition 
to recruiting bilingual tutors, advertising to 
Spanish-speaking adults seeking a GED, 
and partnering with Esperanza, Seeds spent 
the better part of the year developing the 
program and acquiring curriculum written 
in Spanish. The one-year pilot program was 
launched in May 2019 for the 2019-2020 
school year. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT
($0.01 to $49.99)
Ms. Kathy Ross Alaolmolki
Anonymous (15)
Ms. Nicole Aveni
Ms. Joanne Bartos*
Mr. Brett Bell
Mr. Steven Beller
Ms. Rachael E. Benedict
Mr. Miguel Benitez
Mrs. Jane Bohne^*
Ms. Jaime Bouvier
Mr. Ian Brady
Mr. and Mrs. Corinne Branchick
Ms. Maura Brannigan
Ms. Therese A. Burens
Ms. Jeannie Busser
Ms. Mary Butler
Ms. Ethna Carroll
Mr. Bob Cataldo
Ms. Theodora Coffaro
Mr. Aaron Comstock
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Connor
Mrs. Faith Conroy^*
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Cooney Jr.*
Mr. Benjamin Cooper
Ms. T. Kaitlin Crowder
Ms. Beverly Davies
Mr. Bob De Garmo
Ms. Maren Dickey
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Durkin*
Ms. Christina Evans*
Ms. Janet Eyman
Ms. Sally Fahrenholz
Mr. John Farmiloe
Ms. Roberta Feinstein*
First American Title Insurance Co.*
Mr. Joshua Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Geiger
Ms. Debra J. Giuliani
Mr. Thomas Gorman
Ms. Lisa Hawkins
Ms. Nancy K. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. David Holy
Ms. Christine Hughes
Ms. Traci Hupka
Mr. Mark Ianni*

FISCAL YEAR
 7/1/2018 - 6/30/2019

* = 3 years of consecutive giving
^ = Volunteer

Our Supporters

Mr. and Mrs. David E Jackowicz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Kalstrom
Ms. Karryn Kaprosy
Mr. and Mrs. John Kealy*
Ms. Lillian R. Keith
Ms. Liz Khrenovsky
Ms. Calland Marie Kluchar
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Knauss^*
Ms. Jeanne Kostelnik
Ms. Sarah Kovit Hanna
Mr. Christopher Lane^
Ms. Bethany Loepp
Ms. Mona C. Lombardi
Ms. Andrea Longauer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lottig
Ms. Marilyn Lucko^
Ms. Dot Masterson
Ms. Jennifer May*
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Melari
Mr. Robert A. Miller
Ms. Maura Mooney
Mr. Devin E. Morris
MotivAction*
Ms. Patricia Nagorski
Mr. Chris Okeson
Ms. Jacqueline Owen
Ms. Denise Pawlukiewicz
Ms. Gwendolyn A. Penn
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Perla
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Peterlin
Ms. Mary R. Primrose
Ms. Ashley Ribando
Mr. Donald Riethmiller
Mrs. Carol Roda
Sister Christine Rody SC
Ms. Barbara J. Rudolph*
Ms. Kimberley Sassmannshausen
Ms. Hattie Schenk*
Ms. Stephanie J. Schmalz
Ms. Paula Scraba
Mr. and Mrs. Sigmund E. Sesplankis*
Ms. Rose Sklenka
Mr. Tyler L. Spey*
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stinson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Sulowski
Ms. Connie Thackaberry
Mr. David Toguchi
Ms. Margaret Urban
Ms. Jane Vogel
Ms. Danielle Voytet
Ms. Kim E. Walkos
Mr. Mark Walters
Ms. Vickie Warren^
Ms. Jennifer Weixel*

Ms. Carol A. Wolf
Ms. Barbara Zdravecky
Ms. Annie Zelm

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
($50.00 to $99.99)

Ms. Sherri Appleton
Ms. Patti Benedetto Corna
Ms. Lillian Blageff
Ms. Jo Ann Bowen
Ms. Carla Brant
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Brizz*
Ms. Sheila Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Carlisle
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald B. Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. James Coleman^*
Ms. Vicki Coss
Mr. and Mrs. Katherine Craine
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Custer
Mr. Bentley DeBardelaben
Ms. Mary Louise Dixon
Mr. William Dolan
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dolan-Laughlin*
Ms. Nan Eisenberg
Mr. Chris Farrand*
Ms. Megan Frantz
Mr. and Mrs. Jean-Francois Go-
det-Calogeras
Mr. William Gorton*
Ms. Denise Grcevich
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gross
Ms. Nancy Guyer
Mr. David Hardy
Ms. Marianne Henterly
Mr. Chris Hopkins^
Mrs. Carol Hughes*
Ms. Athena Inembolidis
Mr. Bob Jacob^
Mr. and Mrs. Craig James
Ms. Michelle Kane-Sutton
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kappus
Ms. Marcia Karchmer*
Ms. Janet D. King
Ms. Adrienne Knauer*
Miss Mary Ann Kochera*
Mr. and Mrs. Fred E. Kramer
Ms. Barb A. Kritzler
Ms. Patricia Lacoste*
Mr. Thomas Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Tomasz Lesiczka
Ms. Joyce Maatz
Mr. Tony Madalone
Mr. and Mrs. Bob McFeeley*
Ms. Brenda McGhee
Dr. and Mrs. David McNamee*
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SCHOLARS CLUB 
($100.00 to $249.99)

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Allen*
Amazon Smile*
Ms. Ruth Andrews*
Mr. Ed Asher
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Ashmus
Mr. David Beach^
Ms. Louise Bene*
Mr. Michael Blake

After being selected as a Top 10 Finalist by a panel of 
ProLiteracy Judges, KARA KRAWIEC, a site coordinator 
at Seeds of Literacy’s East location, advanced through 
three rounds of public voting, becoming the FIRST EVER 
ProLiteracy Hero!

ProLiteracy, the largest adult literacy and basic education 
nonprofit organization in the nation,  launched this contest 
to raise awareness about illiteracy in the U.S... “I’m so glad 
this award brings Seeds of Literacy into the international 
spotlight and we are able to let the world see Seeds, and 
our students, shine,” Kara said.

The only INDIVIDUAL to advance in the competition, she is 
joined by runner-up Vision Literacy in California, and finalist 
Tarrant Literacy Coalition in Texas.

“I’m so deeply honored to be the first ever recipient of 
this award! My heart is so full!” she continued. “I cannot 
express how much this award means to me and I’m so 
grateful for all the people who voted endlessly in order 
to ensure we won! I could not do any of this without the 
incredible support of my family, colleagues, volunteer 
tutors, and most importantly, my awe-inspiring students 
whose perseverance and drive never cease to amaze me.”

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mihalik*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Milheim*
Mr. Ross Miller^*
Ms. Katherine Miller
Ms. Janet L. Miller
Ms. Jeanine M. Mooren
Ms. Michelle Morgan
Ms. Lillian Nawalanic*
Mr. Wyatt Newman
Ms. Lisa Nielson
Mr. John Noell
Reverend James O’Donnell*
Ms. Eleanor M. Piepsny
Reverend Louis Pizmoht*
Mr. Todd Rambasek*
Ms. Vicki Richards*
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Richmond*
Ms. Barbara Ritty
Mr. Soren Ryberg
Ms. Lisa Ryder
Mr. Ricardo Salgado
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Salim*
Ms. Roberta Sue Saverno
Ms. Dianne Schindler*
Mr. Mike Schneider
Ms. Dalia Shafie
Ms. Fanxin Shen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sherman
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Silver^*

Mr. Douglas E. Spiker
Ms. Patricia Spott
Mr. Ralph J. Stein*
Ms. Marlene Suchma
Ms. Susan Tatom^
Ms. Karen Tucker^
Ms. Suzannah Valdivia
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Valera
Ms. Karen Van Hala^*
Ms. Karen J. Vanlinge^*
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Vejdovec^
Ms. Sarah Viccarone
Ms. Katherine Wensink
Ms. Ebony Wright
Ms. Christine Young*
Ms. Christina Young
Ms. Maryann Zapior^*

Ms. Georgiann Bodle
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Bongorno
Bookhouse Brewing
Mr. and Mrs. James Bosiljevac
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brady*
Bright Funds
Mrs. Susan Brugnano
Mr. Terry Carlin^*
Mr. Phil Casciano
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Chambers
City Bank Antiques*
Mr. Michael Clark*
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Compan
Mr. Bill Cook^*
Mr. Adam Covitt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Csongei*
Mr. Daniel Denihan
Mr. William Drake^
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Drescher*
Ms. Jill Dugovics
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Entler*
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Erml
Ms. Claudia Esposito^
Mr. and Mrs. David Etzler*
Ms. Laura Fallon Fibbi*
Ms. Margo E. Faulhaber^*
Mr. Peter Fitzpatrick
Ms. Donna Fitzsimmons
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Foos*
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Beginning Reader Program
Seeds expanded its programming with the launch of the Beginning & 
Struggling Reader Program. The Reader Program benefits students in 
two ways:

• Potential students with lower reading levels will no longer be 
turned away

• Current students will receive targeted instruction on reading 
comprehension, foundational to all  high school equivalency 
(HSE) testing

Prior to September 2018, Seeds was like most adult education programs: 
unable to accept students who scored below a  3rd/4th grade reading 
level after taking the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE). Most materials 
for adult education and HSE preparation are written at a higher grade 
level, making the information inaccessible to lower-level readers.

“This minimum threshold is common practice in adult education. But 
Seeds prides itself on being different,” says Dr. Stewart. “We hated 
telling adults that we couldn’t help them, especially after they had the 
courage to come in and take the TABE. Now we don’t have to. Everyone 
is welcome.”

Text Message Success
In the fall, Seeds participated in a research project with Syracuse 
University and ProLiteracy. As part of the project, a fraction of the 
students received automated weekly motivational texts to see if texts 
impacted attendance. Because of the flexibility of our program, the 
effectiveness was difficult to measure. However, the larger draw was the 
ability to contact students individually . The response was overwhelmingly 
positive. Although absent students often ignored calls, emails, and 
postcards, they RESPONDED to texts. And, they reached out to us on 
their own, via text, to let us know if they wouldn’t be in due to work or 
a sick child. Seeds didn’t need to see the results of the study to feel the 
value. An account was purchased so the team could communicate with 
ALL of the students, not just the ones who participated in the study.

Seeds East Takes a Prize
Seeds East received 2nd place in the 
Ohio Nonprofit Excellence Awards 
for the success of evening classes 
during the first year they were offered. 

Ms. Louise Frazier Mooney*
Mr. Richard L Furry*
Ms. Karen Gahl-Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Gardner*
Ms. Ida Gawthrop
Mr. and Mrs. Don S Gilbertson
Mr. and Mrs. August Zimmer Golinski*
Mr. John D. Grampa
Great Lakes Marketing Research
Mr. Mark Groeneweg*
Ms. Kenya N Guess
Ms. Jill Halloran Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hanson*
Mrs. Jan Hart*
Ms. Bridget Hinkel
Mr. Michael Honig*
Ms. Becky Hricovec^*
Ms. Lisa Isham^*
Ms. Nancy Isham
Mr. Mark S. Jackson^*
Mr. Dale J. Jarzembak*
Ms. Francis Joyce
Mr. Greg Kapel
Ms. Linda M. Karl*
Mr. Bernie Karr
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Keefe*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kennedy*
Mr. Rustom R. Khouri, III
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Knauss
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Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kroll
Ms. Susan Krosel*
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit C. Kuechle*
Mr. Wayne Kuznar
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kysela*
Ms. Sandy Ladebue^*
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lenhard*
Ms. Chrisanne Licata*
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Liller
Mr. Alan S. Lufkin
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Mack
Ms. Pamela Madalone
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Maroun*
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. David McKee
Ms. Stacey McKinley*
Ms. Lynne Meilleur-Brenner^
Ms. Margaret Metzinger
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Mikel*
Ms. Joan Monter
Ms. Shirley Moore^
Ms. Barbara T. Morrison*
Mr. Michael Murphy
Mrs. Martha Nagele
Ms. Lynne Nowel
Ms. Lisa O’Brien
Ms. Megan O’Bryan
Mr. and Mrs. Tom O’Dougherty
Mr. Michael O’Malley

Ms. Victoria E O’Rourke*
Reverend Donald Oleksiak*
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Olexa*
Mrs. Louisa S. Oliver
Ms. Caelie Orlosky^
Ms. Beth Pfohl*
Mr. Raymond Polantz
Ms. Ann Porath
President’s Wives
Ms. Mary Rawlings^*
The Redrup Family
Mr. and Mrs. William Reidy*
Mr. James Rownd
RSM US Foundation
Mr. Curtis Scheck
Mr. and Mrs. Dale N Schmitt
Mr. Bruce Schram
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Seabrook
Mr. and Mrs. John Seavers
Ms. Lisa Sharon^
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Sheehan*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shemo*
Ms. Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz^
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Squier
Story Club Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Don Strang
Ms. Therese Sweeney-Drake^
Ms. Stella Thomas*
Mr. Arthur Thomas
Ms. Justine Timoteo

TitleCo Title Agency
Ms. Paige Upole
Mr. William Urban
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Velcio*
Mr. James R. Vine*
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Vorell^*
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Walden
Ms. Dorothy Walls*
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Walden
Mr. Thomas R. Weyenberg^
Mr. Rich Whalen
Ms. Cathy A. Whelan^
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Young^*
Ms. Janice Young^
Ms. Mia Zaper*
Ms. Paulette Ziegfeld*

DEAN’S LIST
 ($250.00 TO $316.99)

Dr. and Mrs. Jon Abrahamson^*
Bay United Methodist Women*
Ms. Vida Berlec^*
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Bulic*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cleary Jr.*
Ms. Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis*
Ms. Eileen D’Amato^*
Mr. Richard L. Deloof*
Gateway Cold Storage

Curbside Appeal
Seeds finally has ground-floor signage at the corner of West 25th and Clark Avenue! Paid for in part by a small 
grant from the City of Cleveland’s Storefront Revitalization Project, the signage dramatically increases visibility to 
pedestrians and drivers who travel the very busy intersection.  Green bands were placed below the acrylic signs, 
outlining our services for Free Tutoring, Adult Education, and High School Equivalency Prep.
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SCHOLARSHIP CLUB
($317.00 TO $499.99)

Barnes Wendling
Dr. Carolyn P. Cacho-Bowman and Mr. 
Kenneth Bowman^*
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Carney*
Ms. Ann Diederich
Mr. Gregory L. Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. David Farrer*
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gilbert*
KeyBank C.A.R.E.S. Team
Mr. Alex Kocsis Jr.^
Ms. Kimberly Malcolm
Mr. and Mrs. George McGovern^*

Ms. Nicole Perkins
Platform Beers, LLC
Reverend Timothy Plavac*
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Rawlin*
Mr. Edmund Round^*
Ms. Ann Scanniello^
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt
Mr. and Mrs. John Southworth
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stafford
Mr. and Mrs. John Szy
Mr. and Mrs. David Terbeek

GRADUATES CLUB
($500.00 TO $999.99)

Ms. Marian Anzalone
Ms. Patricia Bakos*
Ms. Elizabeth Bennet
Mr. and Mrs. James Byrnes*
Ciuni & Panichi
Collins & Scanlon, LLP
Drs. Harinathrao and Usharani Dacha*
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Daugstrup*
Ms. Patricia Gannon^
Mr. Sanjay Garg
Mrs. Judith A. Gedeon*
Ms. Karen Gilliam
Half Price Books Community Services
Mr. Dale Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Horvitz*
Ms. Carolyn L. Hufford
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hulme*
IBM*
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jeffery
Mr. John Kasunich*
Mr. and Mrs. John Kirn^*
Mr. Bill Knoble*
Lakewood Presbyterian Church*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Lampus*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Manly^*
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Marlowe*
Ms. Mary E. McDonnell^*
Medical Mutual of Ohio*

New Test of Adult Basic Education 
A new Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) required the complete overhaul of orientation for new students, 
and provided new challenges for staff trying to analyze scores. The release of TABE 11-12 came with a 
reduction in useful TABE analytics, while also tripling testing time for students. Because of this, reassessments 
could only be given in one subject instead of all three, and orientation was mostly dedicated to taking 
the complete test over two days. Also, rather than listing specific skills, TABE 11-12 only gave general skill 
groupings which are not useful in accurately placing a student into the Seeds curriculum path. Staff had to 
switch to a reliance on scale scores rather than skill breakdown, and for the math particularly, a new, separate 
assessment (Form 1-4) had to be given to the student on the first day of class in order to obtain an accurate 
skill level.

Mr. Thomas Gill
Mr. Michael Gorsage*
Mr. and Mrs. John Grabowski
Mr. James Graham
Mr. and Mrs. James Gulick*
Mr. Henry Hilow
Ms. Kathi Howard-Primes*
Mr. Jonathan Hull*
Mr. Michael W. Hurley
Ms. Susan Hurwitz^
Ms. Diane Lavin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lesak*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ljubi*
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Metzger^*
Nurenberg, Paris, Heller & 
    McCarthy Co., L.P.A.
Ohio Association for Adult and 
    Continuing Education*
Mr. and Mrs. James Paine*
Mr. and Mrs. David Palisin*
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Piunno
Ms. Courtney Schoch
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Sprague
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Stitt*
Ms. Karen Tolhurst*
Mr. Jim Triner
Mrs. Sharon Vail*
Ms. Laura Williams*

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Mihalik*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Moritz*
Moritz Family Foundation
Ms. Janette O’Brien*
Ms. Jessica L. Paine*
Ms. Susan Paxson
Peoples Bank
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Pinter*
Mr. Tom Popelka^*
ProLiteracy Worldwide*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Scanlon*
Mr. Scott Schulz
Mr. Michael Sharb
St. Christopher’s by-the-River
St. Mark Women’s League
Thompson Hine, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. William Urban^*
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Weaver Jr.^*
Ms. Connie M. Weixel*
Mrs. Barbara Zoss*

HONOR SOCIETY 
($1,000.00 TO $199,000.00)

Ms. Nicole Anderson*
Applied Laser Technologies
Arconic Inc.
Bank of America*
Believe in Reading
Father Fred Benda^*
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & 
    Aronoff LLP*
Ms. Felicia Browning*
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening 
    Foundation*
Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs LLC
Carnegie Management and 
    Development Corporation*
The Char and Chuck Fowler Family 
    Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Chisholm III^*
The City Bank Investment Company*
City of Cleveland*
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The Cleveland Foundation*
Thomas J. Coltman Foundation
The Community Foundation for a Great-
er Richmond*
Community West Foundation*
Concord Benefits Planning Agency Inc.*
Mr. Terence Coyne*
Cuyahoga Community College Foun-
dation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul DeSiero*
Dollar General Literacy Foundation*
Dominion Energy Charitable Founda-
tion*
Edwin D Northrup II Fund*
Ms. Brooke Emmel*
Mr. Paul Etzler*
Mr. and Mrs. John Eyerman*
Fabo Architecture Inc.
Farmers Family Fund*
Farmers Insurance*
Dr. and Mrs. David Fleming^*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frost^*
The George M. And Pamela S. Hum-
phrey Fund*
Giant Eagle Foundation*
Ms. Colette Gibbons*
Ms. Angela R Gott*
Mr. and Mrs. Jody Grebenc
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Grossman*
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hartzell*
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinkel*

Fly Me To The Moon
On May 23, 2019, more than 160 guests attended Sinatra! for 
Sonata, a fundraiser for Seeds. Performer Michael Sonata, a 
sought-after Sinatra impersonator, transported the audience 
back in time. But the true star of the show was student 
Abigail Figueroa who graduated just a few weeks later. 

The Huntington Foundation
Huntington National Bank*
Jewish Federation of Cleveland*
Jones Day*
Kadish, Hinkel and Weibel
Ms. Eve Kalayjian*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kaplan*
Mrs. Mary Ann Katzenmeyer*
KeyBank Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Khouri^*
Mr. and Mrs. John Kirk*
Mr. Bruce Kowalski^*
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lady
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Lenhard*
Lincoln Electric Corp.
Mr. and Mrs. William Litzler^*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mazzella*
Arthur B. McBride Sr. Family Founda-
tion*
McDonald Hopkins
McMaster-Carr Supply Company*
Mr. and Mrs. John McMillan*
Ms. Megan Mehalko*
Dr. and Mrs. Hemendra J. Mehta*
Mrs. Ann Miley*
Mr. and Mrs. George Miller^*
Mr. Robert Miller^*
Murphy Family Foundation*
Network for Good*
Mr. and Mrs. William Neugebauer*

Nordson Corporation*
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Norton*
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. William Oatey*
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen*
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Paulus*
Ms. Mary Helen Petrus*
Mr. and Mrs. James Prexta*
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Puflea*
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Rambasek^*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Rashid*
Ms. Sarah S. Reid
The Reinberger Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. John Ringenbach*
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Robins*
Mrs. Jennifer T. Rosenberg^*
Jacqueline A. & Fred C. Rothstein Chari-
table Lead Trust*
RPM International*
Saint Ignatius High School*
Saint Luke’s Foundation*
Scholnick Family Foundation
Mrs. Susanne F. Schroer
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community*
Mr. Charles Steigerwald*
Mr. John Sterling^*
The Stocker Foundation*
Synthomer Foundation*
Mr. Jeffrey Tatom
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Signature Event!
Following nearly two 

decades of successful 
Sowing Seeds of Hope 

brunches, Seeds launched 
a new signature event in 

the fall. Thrive! highlights 
student achievement and 

recognizes one outstanding 
Seeds Stakeholder with the 

Cultivator Impact Award. 
The inaugural recipient 

was William Litzler — a 
longtime tutor, generous 
donor, charismatic event 

host, trusted advisor, and 
advocate for the Seeds 

program! Pictured above, 
student Valerie Taylor faced 

her public speaking fears 
by finding her voice in the 

ballroom. She was joined by 
classmate Aneka Monday, 
alumna Chaneil Daye, and 

tutor Margo Fauhlhaber. 

TH
RI

VE
!

L to R  students Aneka Monday and Kimberly Brabson; Bill Litzler; alumna Charneil Daye; students Valerie Taylor and Rose Griffin
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2017-2018 TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF

In Honor Of Fred Benda 
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community

In Honor Of Dr. Carolyn Cacho-Bowman 
Mr. James Graham

In Honor Of Brooke Emmel
KeyBank Foundation
Network for Good

In Honor Of Diane Ferri
Ms. Jane Vogel
Mr. and Mrs. Katherine Craine

GENERAL IN-KIND

Akron RubberDucks*
Appletree Books*
Aurora Inn
Ms. Patricia Bakos*
Ms. Patti Basar*
Father Fred Benda*
Mrs. Marguerite Bibb
Ms. Shannon Brennen
Mr. Terry Carlin*
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Carney*Mrs. Pat Chylyk
Cleveland Heights Library
Cleveland International Film 
     Festival*
Cleveland Leadership Center
Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History*
Cleveland Ten Point Coalition
The Club at Hillbrook*
Comfort Inn Downtown
Mrs. Faith Conroy*
Corporate Management Group Ltd*
Ms. Eileen D’Amato*
Ms. Diann Davies
Deloitte
Ms. Una Demian
Dix & Eaton, Inc.*
EDWINS Leadership & Restaurant 
   Institute*
Ms. Patricia Fernberg^
Ms. Diane Ferri^
Ms. Tonie Fraser
Fresh Brewed Tees
Friends of the North Olmsted 
Library
Mr. Scott Garson
Georgetown Restaurant*
Giant Eagle Inc.*
Great Lakes Theater*
Heidelberg Distributing Company*
Holiday Inn Express*
Mr. Elliott Huff
Intercontinental Hotel: Cleveland*
Ms. Teresa Kersh

The Lubrizol Foundation*
The Pipe Line Development Co
     (PLIDCO)*
Third Federal Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Unger*
The Union Home Mortgage Foundation
United Way of Greater Cleveland*
Ms. Elizabeth Voskuhl*
The S.K. Wellman Foundation*
Thomas H. White Foundation*
WKYC-TV3 (TEGNA Foundation)*
Mr. Mark Yanochko^*

King Nut/Peterson Nut*
Kleinhenz Jewelers*
Ms. Katie Kucera
Ms. Carol Laursen^
Mr. Steven Lewis^
Loganberry Books*
Luca Italian Cuisine*
Luxe Kitchen & Lounge*
Mr. Mike Malley
Ms. Melissa Marik
Mr. and Mrs. Bob McFeeley*
Ms. Kate McFeeley
Mr. Clayton McMurray
Mr. Tommy Moore
Mountaineer Race Track & Gaming Resort*
Mt. Pleasant Now Development Corp.
Near West Theatre*
Ms. Orrie Parker
Ms. Kathleen Patton^
Ms. Mary Helen Petrus*
Ms. Beth Pfohl*
Pizza (216)
Playhouse Square Foundation*
Radisson Hotel Cleveland Airport*
Ms. Andrea Ranta
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel
Residence Inn Marriott
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Robins*
Ms. Lourdes Sanchez
Ms. Katherine Sarlog
Ms. Molly Schaeffer
Mr. Todd Seabrook
Ms. Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz^
Ms. Speigner
Mr. and Mrs. Carmine Stewart
The Cleveland Orchestra*
The Mariotti Printing Company
Toast
Mr. Bob Vecchione
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Vejdovec
Vitamix*
Ms. Kathy Zachary-Taylor

In Honor Of Froelich - Long Family 
Ms. Lisa Nielson

In Honor Of Colette Gibbons
Mr. John Grampa
Mr. Jim Triner

In Honor Of Tatiana Gilmore
Dr. and Mrs. David Fleming

In Honor Of John and Judy Groeneweg
Mr. Mark Groeneweg

In Honor Of Corey & Kenya Guess 
Mr. David Hardy

In Honor Of Gerald & Evelyn Guess 
Ms. Kenya Guess

In Honor Of Kevin and Lu Ann Hinkel 
Mr. Peter Fitzpatrick
Ms. Ann Porath

In Honor Of Tony Helton 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Milheim

In Honor Of Margo Hudson 
Ms. Nicole Anderson
Mr. Adam Covitt
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen

In Honor Of Lisa Isham  
Ms. Nancy Isham
Ms. Sarah Kovit Hanna

In Honor Of Jonathan Khouri
Mr. Michael Honig

In Honor Of Bill Litzler
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Ashmus
Mrs. Faith Conroy
Mr. Terence Coyne
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hartzell
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinkel
Kadish, Hinkel and Weibel
Ms. Eve Kalayjian
Mr. Bernie Karr
Mrs. Mary Ann Katzenmeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Kuechle
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kysela
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lenhard
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Liller
Mr. and Mrs. William Litzler
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ljubi
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Media Darlings
In addition to newsletters, media articles, and radio spots, Seeds proved to be camera ready! During National Literacy 

Month, Bonnie Entler appeared with recent graduate David Miller on WKYC’s Live on Lakeside. That same month, 

new grad Tyrell Chandler told audiences of the PlayaT Hollywood In Da Hood Show about his personal journey: from 

gang member in prison to graduation.  In October, WKYC’s Ana Garcia filmed her show from Seeds West. For Health 

Literacy Month, 2012 graduate Maria Rodriguez appeared on a special segment with TV20’s Leah Haslam. 

Mr. Alan Lufkin
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. John McMillan
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Mihalik
Mr. and Mrs. George Miller
Mr. Robert Miller
Ms. Megan O’Bryan
Mr. and Mrs. William Oatey
Reverend Donald Oleksiak
Mrs. Louisa Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Paulus
Ms. Nicole Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. James Prexta
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Rambasek
Ms. Sarah Reid
Mr. Donald Riethmiller
Ms. Barbara Rudolph
RPM International
Saint Ignatius High School
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Salim
Ms. Hattie Schenk
Mr. Bruce Schram
Mrs. Susanne Schroer
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Sprague
Mr. and Mrs. Don Strang
Mr. and Mrs. John Szy
Mr. and Mrs. William Urban
Mr. Mark Yanochko

In Honor Of Alan Lufkin
Ms. Connie Thackaberry

In Honor Of Tony Madalone
Ms. Pamela Madalone

In Honor Of Larry Mills-Gahl
Ms. Karen Gahl-Mills

In Honor Of Michael Pinchot
Ms. Sarah Viccarone

In Honor Of Lynn Rambasek
Mr. Todd Rambasek

In Honor Of Kenneth Schneider
Nordson Corporation

In Honor Of Patricia Stanzel
Mr. Gregory Edwards

In Honor Of Seeds Students
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Silver

In Honor Of Susan Tatom 
Mr. Jeffrey Tatom

In Honor Of Terry Tobias’ Special Dancing Birthday
Ms. Sherri Appleton

In Honor Of Billy Urban 
Mr. Soren Ryberg

In Honor Of John Thomas Whalen
Mr. Rich Whalen

In Honor Of Samantha Zabell 
Ms. Maura Brannigan

IN MEMORY OF

In Memory Of James Calogeras
Ms. Carla Brant
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Carlisle
Mr. Phil Casciano
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Custer
Mr. and Mrs. Jean-Francois Go-
det-Calogeras
Ms. Jill Halloran Barnes
Ms. Nancy Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kalstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Knauss
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. William Litzler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lottig
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Manly
Ms. Dot Masterson
Ms. Barbara Ritty
Ms. Paula Scraba
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grads learn to own their stories
This year saw the 2nd largest graduating class since the GED changed in 2014, with 51 
graduates. Excited for their futures, grads were drawn to speaker Captain Courtney 
Schoch, who share her personal story: drop-out to commercial airline captain, non-profit 
founder, marathon runner, and upcoming author. Reggie Latten, a 2019 GED Student 
Award recipient, shared his story of setbacks and achievements. “I was hungry for 
success, I’m still not full,” confessed graduate Imani Morree. Fatima Kaba closed the 
speeches with her own tale of immigration, homelessness, and education.

In Memory Of James Cummings
Ms. Sherri Appleton

In Memory Of Rosalie Faraci
Dr. and Mrs. Jon Abrahamson

In Memory Of Ralph Louis Fox
Mr. Joshua Fox

In Memory Of John Gabel 
Ms. Louise Frazier Mooney

In Memory Of Sister Barbara Green SSJ 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dolan-Laughlin

In Memory Of Barbara Jolluck Chapin
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cohen
Ms. Janet King

In Memory Of Basil Inempolidis 
Ms. Athena Inembolidis

In Memory Of Martin McCann Jr. 
Mr. Soren Ryberg

In Memory Of George Miller Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brady
Ms. Mary Dixon
Ms. Brooke Emmel
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Entler
Mr. Richard Furry
Mr. Michael Gorsage
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gross
Ms. Stacey McKinley 
Mr. and Mrs. William Oatey
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Rambasek
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Schmitt
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Valera

In Honor Of Larry Mills-Gahl 
Ms. Karen Gahl-Mills

In Memory Of Audrey Milos
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brady
Ms. Christina Young

In Memory Of Charles Mordesovich
Ms. Sherri Appleton
In Memory Of June Poole 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen

In Memory Of Jim and Carol Redmond
Ms. Ann Diederich
Ms. Margo Faulhaber
Ms. Katherine Miller
Ms. Barb Kritzler
The Redrup Family
Ms. Marlene Suchma
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Squier

In Memory Of Adele Schutzman
Ms. Vicki Coss

In Memory Of Joan Mary Spakowski
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt

In Memory Of Dave Tolhurst
Ms. Karen Tolhurst

In Memory Of Jim & Sally Weiland
Ms. Elizabeth Bennet
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We work hard to present a correct list of our donors. If there is an error, please accept our sincere 
apologies and contact us to correct our records. Thank you.

WWW.SEEDSOFLITERACY.ORG

p. 216.661.7950

SEEDS WEST
3104 W. 25th St., 3rd Floor

Cleveland, OH 44109

SEEDS EAST
13815 Kinsman Road
Cleveland, OH 44120


