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What Makes 
SEEDS OF LITERACY
from other programs?

Different

WEEKLY IN-PERSON ENROLLMENT
No waiting until next month/quarter/semester. Students can come to 
Seeds for orientation, ANY WEEK, without an appointment. 
2-DAY ORIENTATION Must attend both days. CHOOSE 12:00 OR 4:00

MONDAYS/TUESDAYS (Seeds West) or 
WEDNESDAYS/THURSDAYS (Seeds East)

LEARN AT INDIVIDUAL SPEED
Students won’t fall behind. At Seeds, each works at his or her own SKILL 
LEVEL, at his or her own PACE. 

THERE IS NO SET TIME FRAME TO GRADUATE. 
The Seeds program is ONGOING. Most students need at least a few months 
of tutoring but it’s not uncommon for students to be with us a year or more. 

x x x x

x x x x
x x x x

“CLASS” TIME IS REALLY TUTORING TIME 
There’s no teacher at the front of the room teaching everyone 
the same thing at the same time. Students work one-to-one with a tutor.
TUTORING TIMES MONDAY - THURSDAY 
9AM - 11AM   •   1PM - 3PM   •   6PM - 8PM

100% FREE FOR STUDENTS
We provide the materials, offi cial practice tests, 

and tutors at NO COST. 

SEEDS DOES NOT HAVE A STRICT 
ATTENDANCE SCHEDULE
because life gets in the way of even the most dedicated students. Students 
can come as OFTEN as they like, at WHATEVER TIME works best for them — 
even if it’s not the same time each day. 

Other Programs

Expensive

Semester Enrollment

Traditional Class

Their Speed

Strict, Set Schedule

Time’s Up!

Seeds
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Fiscal Year 2019-2020 ended just as a global pandemic tightened its grip on the world. Even as I write this, 
we’ve been battling COVID for nine months...ending the calendar year with our classrooms still closed.

My last Annual Report address discussed the devastating loss of funding from the State and our 
tireless advocacy efforts that reversed their decision. With those funds returned, we began the fi scal 
year with the full support of an expanded, newly invigorated Board of Directors and were set to 
embark on an aggressive growth plan. We restructured, adding to our staffi ng needs, and began 
building corporate support. We were set to do what we do best —deliver free, one-to-one tutoring to 
those that need it most— but we were positioned to do it better than ever before. 

Then the unthinkable happened. By March, the pandemic had found its way to Ohio, closing our 
classroom doors. To protect the stability of the organization, I made the diffi cult decision to reduce our 
newly grown staff by more than half, allowing us to redirect funds toward building a new, technology-
based infrastructure to ensure the organization’s viability in the future.

We had to quickly pivot our strategy and remain nimble in our response to a situation that became 
frustratingly fl uid. The guidance from the government kept changing as we learned more about the 
devastating virus. Adult Literacy agencies across the country began closing —and as days turned into 
weeks and months, many of those temporary closures became permanent. 

Those early months resulted in a lot of sleepless nights for my staff. Despite coping with the 
shock, helplessness, fear, and uncertainty of their own, each of them recognized that our students 
and tutors were struggling with those same feelings. They reached out to share hope, friendship, 
and encouragement, with a promise that we were in this together. What those eight people 
accomplished during the initial crisis is nothing short of remarkable. 

Our initial online offerings were meant to fi ll a brief gap in on-site learning. Since the on-site gap 
has been anything but brief, we’ve now formalized our offerings into an incredible program. I can’t 
wait to tell you more about it...in the next Annual Report. Until then, please know that your support, 
even through this unprecedented crisis, is what has enabled Seeds to not only survive...but thrive.       
Thank you. 

DDear Friends,ear Friends,
Strong Start, Shocking End to FY 2019-2020•December 31,2020•
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To provide personalized education that empowers adults 
to succeed in their communities.

$0
SEEDS OF 

LITERACY’S 
GUARANTEED 

ANNUAL
FUNDING

Every year 
we raise the 
money to 
keep our 
doors open.

  Educational Program

  Management

  Fundraising

  Grants, Gifts, & Contributions

  Donated Services

  Special Events

6%

For a detailed fi nancial report, contact Bonnie Entler, Executive 
Director, at 216.661.7950 or bonnieentler@seedsofl iteracy.org

REVENUE

EXPENSES

66%

28%

East Turns 5!
Happy Birthday, Seeds East! Celebrating 
the September date, the Seeds Family 
held a big party in November. Students 
and tutors enjoyed treats, party favors, 
and a scavenger hunt, concluding the 
festivities with the traditional Happy 
Birthday song. Here’s to 5 more years!5% 85%

10%

Our Mission

How We Did It

GED Grad of the Year
Reginald “Reggie” Latten was honored with 
the 2019 GED Grad of the Year Award during 
the GED Testing Service Annual Conference 
in Chicago in July. He was one of fi ve award 
winners to receive a $1,000 scholarship 
toward a post-secondary education. 
Like many students at Seeds, transportation 
was a challenge for Reggie. He traveled 90 
minutes to attend, and often stayed for two 
tutoring sessions. In addition to working 
with tutors, he also utilized Khan Academy 
from home, logging nearly 170 hours in fi ve 
months. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT
($0.01 to $49.99)

APG Offi ce Furnishings
Ms. Patricia Bakos*
Mrs. Jane Bohne^*
Ms. Felicia Browning*
Ms. Azariah G. Burkette
Mr. Kevin Michael Butler
Caneel Family Foundation
Citizens for Cummins
Cleveland Menu Printing, Inc.
Ms. Anna Curtis
Ms. Eileen D’Amato^*
Drs. Harinathrao and Usharani    Da-
cha*
Dr. Joseph Daprano
Ms. Kathy Dawson^
Mr. Richard L. Deloof*
Ms. Byna Elliott
Mrs. Judith A. Gedeon*
Ms. Robyn Gordon
Mr. John M. Grebenc
Half Price Books Community 
    Services*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Horvitz*
Ms. Athena Inembolidis
Ms. Lisa Isham*
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jeffery*
Mr. John Kasunich*
Mr. and Mrs. John Kirn^*
Mr. Bruce Kowalski^*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Lampus*
Mr. Christopher Lane
McDonald Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. James Miller*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Mintz
NADA Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Bryan*
ProLiteracy Worldwide*
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony C. Rego*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt
St. Christopher’s by-the-River*
St. Mark Women’s League*
Mr. and Mrs. David Terbeek
Thompson Hine, LLP
Ms. Cathy Warrier^
Ms. Connie M. Weixel*
Ms. Susan Wolpert^

FISCAL YEAR
 7/1/2019 - 6/30/2020

* = 3 years of consecutive giving
^ = Volunteer

Our Supporters

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
($50.00 to $99.99)

Ms. Ruth Andrews*
Mr. Chase Banyots
Ms. Barbara Bloom
Mr. James Bolce
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bolden
Mr. Kip Bollin
Ms. Jo Ann Bowen*
Ms. Courtney Bull
Mr. and Mrs. John J Burke^*
Mr. Rick Camper
Mr. Michael Chattem
Mr. and Mrs. James Coleman^*
Committee to Elect Pam Bobst
Ms. Ashton Cortright
Ms. Susan Diemer
Ms. Mary Louise Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dolan-Laughlin*
Ms. Kathy Doner Douglas
Mr. John J. Donnelly
Mr. Philippe Durette^
Mr. Paul Etzler*
Ms. Bryanna Fish
FM Global
Ms. Louise Frazier Mooney*
Mr. Thomas Gorman
Ms. Melodie Grable*
Ms. Jada Grandy-Mock
Ms. Denise Grcevich
Mr. Jim Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Holan
Mr. Michael Honig*
Mr. Jonathan Hull*
Mr. Mark S. Jackson^*
Ms. Carol Jacobs*
Ms. Evone Jeffries*
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Kalina
Ms. Marcia Karchmer*
Ms. Linda M. Karl*
Mr. and Mrs. John Kasper
Ms. Sherry Kim
Ms. Adrienne Knauer*
Miss Mary Ann Kochera*
Ms. Judith Kohring
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mack*
Mr. Wally Mahnke
Mr. Shawn A Manns-Collins
Ms. Kathleen Marcotte^
Ms. Peggy McDonald
Dr. and Mrs. David McNamee*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mihalik*
Ms. Cynthia Nappi
Ms. Lillian Nawalanic*

Ms. Lynne Nowel^*
Reverend James ODonnell*
Mrs. Louisa S. Oliver
Mr. Bob Paponetti
Jadene P Poole
Mr. Todd Rambasek*
Ms. Vicki Richards*
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Richmond*
Ms. Tonya Ripich
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Romito
Mr. Alex Roth
Ms. Hattie Schenk*
Ms. Dianne Schindler*
Mr. Mike Schneider
Ms. Nancy Score
Mr. Daniel Segal
Ms. Lisa Sharon^
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Somach
Susan and William Taylor
Ms. Sharitta Thomas
Ms. Marsha Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Vorell^*
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Walden*
Ms. Victoria Weiss
Ms. Kate Zannoni
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Zapior^*

SCHOLARS CLUB 
($100.00 to $249.99)

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Allen*
Amazon Smile
Ms. Barbara Amper^
Ms. Mary Baird
Barnes & Noble Booksellers*
Ms. Kimberley Barton
Mr. Bryan Nicholas Baumgardner
Bay United Methodist Women*
Mr. David Beach^*
Ms. Victoria Lowry Becknell
Ms. Georgiann Bodle*
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Bodnar
Mr. Thomas Buford^
Mr. and Mrs. F. David Burke*
Ms. Elizabeth Burke
Ms. Mary Butler
Dr. Carolyn P Cacho-Bowman*
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Carney*
Mr. Michael Clark*
Mr. Richard F. Clark
Ms. Theodora Coffaro
Mr. and Mrs. Bart John Connelly
Ms. Diane J. Daniel
Ms. Eileen Dignan*
Ms. Carla Dunton
Mr. S. Stuart Eilers
Mr. Thomas L. Feher
Ms. Diane Ferri^
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Foos*
Ms. Lillian Frank
Mr. Matthew Frankel
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Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fraser
Mr. David Frey
Ms. Jan Frey
Ms. Susan Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gable*
Ms. Mary K. Garapic^
Mr. William Garcia
Ms. Ann Pape Gerardi
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gilbert*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. August Zimmer Golinski*
Ms. Rebecca Good
Great Lakes Marketing Research*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gregg
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hanson*
Ms. Noa Hockstein
Ms. Becky Hricovec^*
Mrs. Sharon Hubers*
Mr. Bob Jacob
Mr. and Mrs. F. Michael Joyce
Joyce Buick GMC
Mr. Bernie Karr
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Keefe*
Mr. Scott Keller
Ms. Lauren Khouri
Mr. and Mrs. Catherine Kissling
Ms. Michelle Kramer^
Krancevic Family
Ms. Susan Krosel*
Mr. Harvey Kugelman
Mr. and Mrs. James Lang*
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lenhard*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ljubi*
Ms. Julia Ann Love
Mr. Robert Lucas^
Ms. Joyce Maatz
Ms. Janissa Macon
Ms. Pam Magnotto
Dr. Judy A. Malone^
Mr. Lance McGannon
Mr. and Mrs. George McGovern*
Ms. Megan Mehalko*
Mr. and Mrs. John Messerly*
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Metzger^*
Mr. Brett Miller^
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Moritz*
Ms. Barbara T. Morrison*
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Moses
Ms. Cynthia Mravec
Mr. Bradley Mueller^
Mr. and Mrs. William Neugebauer*
Ms. Mary Ann Nicolay*
Ms. Janette O’Brien*
Mr. and Mrs. Tom O’Dougherty*
Ms. Victoria E O’Rourke*
Ms. Jessica L. Paine*
Mr. and Mrs. David Palisin*
Ms. Kathleen Patton^
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Peacock*

Platform Beers LLC
Mr. and Mrs. James Prexta*
Cynthia L. and David S. Reeder
Ms. Jodi Rogoff^
Mr. Edmund Round^*
Ms. Barbara J. Rudolph*
Mr. Ralph J. Ryan III*
Ms. Lisa Ryder*
Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Sanchez
Mr. Kenneth Schneider^
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schwartz^
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shemo*
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Sinagra
Mr. William and Lillian Smyser
Mr. and Mrs. Tricia Springstubb
Ms. Sara Steinle^
Mr. and Mrs. Carmine Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Suvak*
Mr. and Mrs. James Szczublewski^*
Ms. Justine Timoteo*
Mr. Mark Trew
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Unger*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Velcio*
Mr. James R. Vine*
Ms. Dorothy Walls*
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Weaver Jr.*
Ms. Jennifer Weixel*
Mr. Rich Whalen
Mr. and Mrs. John Wheeler*
Ms. Cathy A. Whelan^
Ms. Helen Williams
Ms. Sherrell P. Witt
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Young^*
Ms. Mia Zaper*
Ms. Paulette Ziegfeld*
Mr. Thomas F. Zych

DEAN’S LIST
 ($250.00 TO $316.99)

Dr. and Mrs. Jon Abrahamson^*
Adelio’s Contracting
Ms. Elizabeth Bennet
Ms. Vida Berlec^*
Mr. Gregory Blackhall*
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Brizz*
Ms. Ruth Ann Carlson
CLE Urban Winery
The Honorable Matt Dolan
Ms. Margo E. Faulhaber^*
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Forstner Jr.
Ms. Kathi Howard-Primes*
Mr. Michael W. Hurley
Mr. Bryan Javorek
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kappus*
Mrs. Mary Ann Katzenmeyer*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kennedy*
Ms. Diane Lavin*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lesak*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Montgomery
Ms. Patti Morgenstern-Clarren^
Mr. and Mrs. Sean O’Brien
Reverend Timothy Plavac*
Mr. Tom Popelka^*
Ms. Linda Carol Rae
Ms. Carole Roth^
Ms. Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz^*
TitleCo Title Agency
Walmart - Store #3250
Mr. William A Whitney*
Ms. Laura Williams*
Ms. Valerie Zivich

SCHOLARSHIP CLUB
($317.00 TO $499.99)

Mr. Gregory L. Edwards
Mr. James Fink
Mr. and Mrs. Kirt Frye*
Ms. Angela R Gott*
KeyBank C.A.R.E.S. Team
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit C. Kuechle*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Manly^*
Mr. Jake Miller
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Pinter*
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Rawlin*
Ms. Courtney Schoch
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Paper Preferred
Just prior to the pandemic, the entire curriculum was in the process of 
being digitized. When the classrooms closed, Seeds had packets to 
email! But students who were uncomfortable with technology scheduled 
appointments to pick up hardcopy packets of curriculum. Even now that 
remote learning is a fi xture for Seeds, the program staff continues to mail 
dozens of packets each day. 

Special Events To Stay Engaged
• To encourage students to use the digital platforms, social activities 

were offered to lure them onto the computer. Captain Courtney 
Schoch, 2019 Graduate Speaker,  hosted a series of conversations 
and readings from her new book, This Is Your Captain Speaking. 

• The Seeds East Book Club was on the brink of completing their fi rst 
major book, Michelle Obama’s Becoming, when COVID prompted 
the closure. To keep the momentum going, a live stream of the 
Netfl ix documentary by the same name was presented to Book Club 
members and other interested parties. 

• Airline recruiters also hosted a series of Job Hunting seminars, 
covering everything from the application process to handling diffi cult 
questions during interviews. 

GRADUATES CLUB
($500.00 TO $999.99)

APG Offi ce Furnishings
Ms. Patricia Bakos*
Mrs. Jane Bohne^*
Ms. Felicia Browning*
Ms. Azariah G. Burkette
Mr. Kevin Michael Butler
Caneel Family Foundation
Citizens for Cummins
Cleveland Menu Printing, Inc.
Ms. Anna Curtis
Ms. Eileen D’Amato^*
Drs. Harinathrao and Usharani Dacha*
Dr. Joseph Daprano
Ms. Kathy Dawson^
Mr. Richard L. Deloof*
Ms. Byna Elliott
Mrs. Judith A. Gedeon*
Ms. Robyn Gordon
Mr. John M. Grebenc
Half Price Books Community Services*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Horvitz*
Ms. Athena Inembolidis
Ms. Lisa Isham*
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jeffery*
Mr. John Kasunich*
Mr. and Mrs. John Kirn^*
Mr. Bruce Kowalski^*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Lampus*
Mr. Christopher Lane
McDonald Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. James Miller*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Mintz
NADA Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Bryan*
ProLiteracy Worldwide*
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony C. Rego*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt
St. Christopher’s by-the-River*
St. Mark Women’s League*
Mr. and Mrs. David Terbeek
Thompson Hine, LLP
Ms. Cathy Warrier^
Ms. Connie M. Weixel*
Ms. Susan Wolpert^
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CONFERENCE IN SUNNY CALIFORNIA
Site Coordinator Kara Krawiec traveled to San Diego in September 2019 for the annual ProLiteracy conference. 
Kara was invited after winning the fi rst ever ProLiteracy Hero award in November 2018. There, she presented on 
her award-winning topic: In The Club: Motivating Adult Students Through Supplemental Clubs and participated in 
a panel entitled, The Future of Tutor Training. Not only did she get to enjoy the conference, but also got to enjoy 
the California sun and did some sightseeing on the Pacifi c Coast Highway. Kara was joined at the conference by 
Carmine Stewart, VP of Programming and event keynote speaker Captain Courtney Schoch (also Seeds’ 2019 
Graduation speaker).

ProLiteracy cononfeference. 

HONOR SOCIETY 
($1,000.00 TO $199,000.00)

The Abington Foundation*
Ms. Nicole Anderson*
Applied Industrial Technologies*
Believe in Reading
Father Fred Benda^*
Mr. Neil A. Bloomberg
Blue Point Capital Partners
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening 
    Foundation*
CareSource Foundation
Carnegie Management and 
   Development Corporation*
The Char and Chuck Fowler 
   Family Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Chisholm III^*
The City Bank Investment Company*
Ciuni & Panichi
Cleveland Clinic Community Care
The Cleveland Foundation*
Thomas J. Coltman Foundation
The Community Foundation for 
   a Greater Richmond*
Community West Foundation*
Concord Benefi ts Planning Agency Inc.*
Mr. Terence Coyne*
CTC Trading Group, L.L.C.
Cuyahoga Community College 
   Foundation
Deloitte
Corinne L. Dodero Trust for the 
   Arts & Science*

Dollar General Literacy Foundation*
Ms. Brooke Emmel*
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Erml*
Dr. and Mrs. David Fleming^*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frost^*
Mr. Rob Frost
Giant Eagle Foundation*
Ms. Colette Gibbons*
Grant Roth Memorial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Jody Grebenc*
Mr. Robert William Grebenc
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Grossman*
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Haber
Hathaway Brown School
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hinkel*
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hulme*
Mrs. Helene Hunger
Jones Day*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kaplan*
KeyBank Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Khouri^*
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Lenhard*
Lincoln Electric Corp.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Litzler*
Mr. and Mrs. William Litzler*
Mr. Thomas Lucchesi
Mr. Alan S. Lufkin
Mr. Rich Allen Manson
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mazzella*
Arthur B. McBride Sr. Family 
     Foundation*
McMaster-Carr Supply Company*
Mr. and Mrs. John McMillan*
Medical Mutual of Ohio*

Dr. and Mrs. Hemendra J. Mehta*
Ms. Lynne Meilleur-Brenner^
Mrs. Ann Miley*
Mr. and Mrs. George Miller^*
Mr. Robert Miller^*
Mrs. Terri D. Monken^
Murphy Family Foundation*
Network For Good*
New Community Bible Fellowship
Nordson Corporation*
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Norton*
Mr. and Mrs. William Oatey*
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen*
Peoples Bank*
Ms. Mary Helen Petrus*
Mr. Richard W. Pogue
Mr. Bala Ramachandran*
Ms. Mary Rawlings^*
Ms. Sarah S. Reid
Mrs. Jennifer T. Rosenberg^*
Jacqueline A. & Fred C. Rothstein 
     Charitable Lead Trust*
Saint Ignatius High School*
Saint Luke’s Foundation*
Scholnick Family Foundation
Mrs. Susanne F. Schroer
Shurtape Technologies*
Simon Family Foundation
Special Libraries Association
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community*
State of Ohio, Department of 
     Higher Education*
The Stocker Foundation*
Synthomer Foundation*
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Michael Talty and Helen Talty 
     Charitable Trust
Ms. Susan Tatom^
Mr. Jeffrey Tatom
The Ginn Foundation c/o T
     he Cleveland Foundation*
The Lubrizol Foundation*
The Pipe Line Development Co    
     (PLIDCO)*
Third Federal Foundation*
Tucker Ellis LLP*
The Union Home Mortgage 
     Foundation
United Way of Greater Cleveland*
Ms. Victoria Vance
Ms. Elizabeth Voskuhl*
Waldheger - Coyne*
Mr. Jim Wert
WKYC-TV3 (TEGNA Foundation)*
Mr. James M. Wood^
Mr. Mark Yanochko^*
Ms. Janice Young^
Ms. Genny Zarnick

IN-KIND
Anonymous
Ms. Sherri Appleton
Appletree Books
Ms. Tina Ash
Astoria Cafe & Market
Bookhouse Brewing
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Campbell^*
Campbell’s Sweets Factory*
Cleveland International Film Festival*
Cleveland Kids’ Book Bank
Dewey’s Pizza Cleveland Heights
Five Star Flooring
Ms. Tara Gavin
GV Art and Design
Mr. Elliott Huff
Ms. Susan Hurwitz^
Larder Delicatessen and Bakery
Mark Rychel Photography
Mr. and Mrs. Bob McFeeley*
Mr. Ross Miller^*

Mitchell’s Homemade*
Ms. Carol Palko^
Park Place Technologies
Ms. Shirley Reeder^*
Ms. Angela Richards^
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Seabrook
Ms. Lisa Sharon
Tart Boutique
The Cleveland Bagel Co.
The Cleveland Candle Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Vejdovec^*
Victoria Stanbridge Photography
Mr. and Mrs. Henry West^

An Underestimated Impact
Prompted by Ohio’s Stay-At-Home Order, Seeds of Literacy closed classroom doors in the Spring. The staff spent the 

time reaching out by phone, email, and text to all of our students and tutors — making more than 600 calls weekly. 

Disappointing revelations were made. (1) Students didn’t understand the closure could be long-term. (2) Transportation, 

childcare, and employment barriers to education were amplifi ed during the pandemic. (3) Some students had lost 

their jobs/had their hours reduced, but the bills still needed to be paid and rent was due. Others experienced intense 

burnout from double shifts in what had become “essential” industries. (4) Because of their own lack of education, Seeds’ 

students weren’t able to teach their children when K-12 schools suddenly closed. With so much uncertainty, students 

needed to feel safe and secure before they could even consider recommitting to their education — especially when that 

education would have to be delivered in an uncomfortable, technological format.
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Traveling New Technological Terrain 
Initially, remote learning options included: (1) Telephone tutoring through a conference line (2) Video lessons 
prepared by tutors and presented to small groups of students (3) Recorded lessons captured during live 
video lessons, hosted on the website for viewing any time. Although students and tutors were comfortable 
using their phones, conference lines proved diffi cult. Video options were completely foreign as they learned 
together how to share screens, mute background noises, and trouble-shoot technical glitches. 

TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF

In Honor of Father Fred Benda 
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community

In Honor of Ms. Deb Bolden
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bolden

In Honor of Mr. Kevin Butler
Ms. Jan Frey

In Honor of Ms. Vicki Daniel
Ms. Diane J. Daniel

In Honor of Ms. Brooke Emmel
KeyBank Foundation

In Honor of Mr. Bob Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit C. Kuechle

In Honor of Mr. Kirt Frye 
NADA Foundation

In Honor of Mr. James Henry
Mr. Adam Truelsch

In Honor of Ms. Margo Hudson
Ms. Nicole Anderson
Mr. Gregory Blackhall
Mr. Jake Miller

In Honor of Ms. Trudy Hutchinson
Ms. Helen Williams

In Honor of Mr. Jonathan Khouri 
Ms. Rebecca Good
Mr. Michael Honig
Ms. Lauren Khouri

In Honor of Ms. Denise Kipfstuhl 
Mr. Eric S. Evans

In Honor of Ms. Eileen Krancevic 
The Krancevic Family

In Honor of Mr. Bill Litzler
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit C. Kuechle

In Honor of Mr. Alan Lufkin
Ms. Connie Thackaberry

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. David and Karen Marcus 
Mrs. Sally Wachter

In Honor of Ms. Emily Messerly 
Mr. and Mrs. John Messerly

In Honor of “Our students of color #BLM” 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Khouri

In Honor of Mr. Kevin Peacock  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Peacock

In Honor of Ms. Flannery Suvak 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Suvak

In Honor of Ms. Susan Tatom 
Mr. Jeffrey Tatom

In Honor of Mr. Mark Yanochko 
Ms. Victoria Weiss

In Honor of Mr. John Thomas Whalen 
Mr. Rich Whalen
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Signature Event Attracts 
State Representatives
The second annual Thrive! highlighted student achievement and 
recognized one outstanding Seeds Stakeholder with the Cultivator 
Impact Award. It should come as no surprise that 2019’s recipient 
was ROBERT FROST — the man who championed Seeds and was 
instrumental in restoring state funding after Seeds was cut from the 
budget. Nearly 135 guests joined in the celebration, which included 
Ohio Senator Matt Dolan, Ohio Representative Thomas Patton, and 
Rocky River Mayor Pamela Bobst. Student speakers were Keeva Long 
and Angelo Pennington.

S OFOF LLITITERERACACYY • ANANNUNUALAL RREPEPORORTT • 20201919 22020200 •

THRIVE!

PICTURED

1. Jody and Bob Frost, Bonnie Entler, George Miller

2. Students Angelo Pennington & Keeva Long

3. Cultivator Impact Award recipients Bill Litzler (2018) 

and Bob Frost (2019)

4. Ohio Senator Matt Dolan, Bob Frost, George Miller

5. Rocky River Mayor Pamela Bobst hugs Bob Frost 

11

2

3

4

5
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The Digital Divide and the Snowball Effect
More than 88% of Seeds’ students live in poverty and it is estimated that more than 25% of households in Cleveland 
proper (where the majority of students live) don’t have internet access or service. Conference lines were immediately set 
up with free access for tutors and students to conduct tele-tutoring. But low-cost carriers (favored among Seeds’ students) 
charged fees to call into the FREE lines Seeds had set up. It was weeks before alternatives were found. 

Identifying video software compatible across a variety of devices was the next challenge. But software was just one piece. 
Most students also needed internet access, a device, and in many cases, BOTH. Local internet providers were providing 
free service to K-12 and GED households for 60 days, with a catch. Users had to provide and install their own cables and 
service. Touted as Cleveland’s solution to the Digital Divide, “free internet” required many hoops that students were 
unprepared -- or unable -- to jump through. 

Internet is meaningless without devices, so Seeds turned to supporters for help. Area businesses donated more than 40 
laptops, offered more at deep discounts, and donated funds towards the purchase of equipment. Staff had to triage the 
equipment to students without any other means of access. 

Even once the conference lines were set up for tele-tutoring, and internet-enabled devices were distributed, there was still 
a missing piece. The students themselves. Students struggled to accept that the classroom wouldn’t reopen in a few days. 
Always reluctant to use technology, they were slow to accept remote learning options.  But the pandemic left them only 
one choice: embrace the technology or put their educations on hold again.
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We work hard to present 
a correct list of our donors. 
If there is an error, 
please accept our sincere 
apologies and contact us to 
correct our records. Thank you.
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SAME SPIRIT, DIFFERENT CELEBRATION
Even though Seeds couldn’t host a Graduation dinner, we still wanted to 
recognize the achievement of the students who passed their HSE and provide 
them with (as close to) a graduation experience as possible. A photographer 
was sent to their homes to capture portraits of them in the cap and gowns and 
the photos were shared during a Virtual Graduation ceremony. 

IN MEMORY OF

In Memory of Mr. Craig Baron 
Ms. Carole Roth

In Memory of Mrs. Raynetta Brown
Ms. Byna Elliott
Ms. Jada Grandy-Mock
Mr. Shawn Manns-Collins
Ms. Jadene Poole
Ms. Andrea Shepard
Ms. Marsha Thornton

In Memory of Ms. Nikki Delamotte
Ms. Brandi McElhatten

In Memory of Grandma Gerry 
Ms. Janissa Macon & Ms. Ayesha Deanel

In Memory of Sister Barbara Green SSJ
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Dolan-Laughlin

In Memory of Mr. Howard Johnson
Ms. Victoria Becknell
In Memory of Mr. Howard Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Larry DePompei

In Memory of Mr. Howard Johnson
Ms. Kathy Doner Douglas
Ms. Becky Hricovec
Ms. Judith Kohring
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lombardy
Mrs. Patricia B. Masi
Mr. and Mrs. David and Cynthia Reeder
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Romito
Ms. Bonnie Saunders
Mr. and Mrs. William and Lillian Smyser

In Memory of Mr. Rob Lucas 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lucas

In Memory of Mr. Thomas O’Rourke
Ms. Victoria O’Rourke

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur 
& Barbra Pape
Ms. Ann Pape Gerardi

In Memory of Mickey and Bill Snyder
Ms. Becky Hricovec

In Memory of Ms. Joan Mary 
   Spakowski
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Slatt

In Memory of Mr. Dominic Torrioni
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Owen

In Memory of Mr. Art Zammikiel
Mr. and Mrs. Paul King
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