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THE FACTS ABOUT LITERACY Literacy

IN GENERAL

66% OF CLEVELAND RESIDENTS —AGES 16 AND UP— ARE FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE.

At low levels of literacy, they are surviving (functioning) but not thriving. Daily tasks that are often taken
for granted are much more difficult: reading utility bills or understanding medication instruction, using bus
schedules, or navigating legal forms and documents.

(Center for Urban Poverty and Community Development, Case Western Reserve University)

THE #1 MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN A CHILD'S ACADEMIC SUCCESS IS THE READING
SKILL OF HIS OR HER MOTHER.
It has a greater impact than any other factor, whether it's the neighborhood they live in or the income of

their family.
(National Institute of Health, 2010)

THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR A PERSON WHO DOESN'T HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
IS 50% HIGHER THAN THOSE WHO DO.

And the effect only grows with more education. Compared to someone with an Associate's Degree,
the person without a Diploma is twice as likely to be unemployed.

(Bureau of Labor Statistics. 2012)

FAMILY LITERACY

Children whose parents are involved with them in family literacy activities score 10 points higher on
standardized reading tests.
(Senechal. 2006)

A single year of parental education has a greater positive impact on the likelihood of a son or daughter
attending a postsecondary institution than does an extra $50,000 in parental income
(Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario, 2011)

Low family income and a mother's lack of education are the two biggest risk factors that hamper a
child's early learning and development.
(National Center for Family Literacy)

ECONOMIC EFFECTS

Adults with a bachelor's degree earn an average of $48,485 a year, while those with a high school
diploma earn $27,281; those without a high school diploma average $19,492.
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey)
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https://www.seedsofliteracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/66-The-Source-of-the-Statistic.pdf?x47745

Despite literacy skills being in high demand, only 41 percent of white students, 16 percent of black
students, 18 percent of Hispanic students, and 15 percent of low- income students reached proficiency
on the 2007 National Assessment of Education Progress.

(Salahu-Din, o., Persky, H., & Miller, J (2008)

NATIONAL IMPACT

The United States ranks fifth on adult literacy skills when compared to other industrialized nations.
(National Assessment of Adult Literacy)

"The U.S. is the only country among 20 OECD free-market countries where the current generation is
less well educated than the previous one." (National Commission on Adult Literacy 2008)

Thirty years ago, the United States could lay claim to having 30 percent of the world's population of
college students. Today that proportion has fallen to 14 percent and is continuing to fall.
(National Center on Education and the Economy, 2007)

Approximately one in eight children in the United States never graduates from high school. Based on
calculations per school day (180 days of seven hours each), one high school student drops out every
nine seconds.

(Lehr, Johnson, Bremer, Cosia & Thompson, 2004)

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

85% of all juveniles who interface with the juvenile court system are functionally illiterate.
(National Assessment of Adult Literacy)

70% of inmates in the United States read below a fourth-grade reading level. According to the
Department of Justice, "The link between academic failure and delinquency, violence, and crime is
welded to reading failure."

(US Department of Justice)

PERSONAL HEALTH

"A study from Northwestern University's Feinberg School of Medicine shows that older people with
inadequate health literacy had a 50 percent higher mortality rate during a five-year period than people
with adequate reading skills. Low health literacy was the top predictor of mortality after smoking, also
surpassing income and years of education.

(Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine, 2007)

"Reading fluency is a more powerful variable than education for examining the association between
socioeconomic status and health."
(Baker, Wolf, Thompson, Gazmararian & Huang, 2007)
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